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1. Scope of application and reference to regulatory documents
This syllabus establishes the requirements for the knowledge and skills, and defines the content of the course and the forms of evaluation for 37.06.01 Psychological Sciences, research and pedagogy-oriented programmes for PhD-students: General psychology, Personality Psychology and History of Psychology; Psychophysiology; Social Psychology.
The programme is designed for lecturer and PhD-students within 37.06.01 Psychological Sciences, research and pedagogy-oriented programmes for PhD-students: General psychology, Personality Psychology and History of Psychology; Psychophysiology; Social Psychology.
The programme is designed in accordance with:

· Educational standard of HSE;

· Programmes for PhD-students within 37.06.01 Psychological Sciences, research and pedagogy-oriented programmes for PhD-students: General psychology, Personality Psychology and History of Psychology; Psychophysiology; Social Psychology, established in January, 26, 2016, № 17.
2. The aim of the course

The course Academic Writing in English and Presentation Skills targets PhD-students in psychology and is aimed at developing academic writing and presentation skills that are necessary for publishing articles and teaching in the English-speaking academic environment.

The course aims at teaching students the following skills:

1) interpreting and critically evaluating a variety of academic texts in English in the field of psychology (book report, literature review, abstract, research paper);

2) developing a clear and coherent argument on their research topic;

3) identifying and implementing the basic writing strategies and standards of English academic writing in the styles of an abstract and research paper, including argumentation structure, psychological data presentation, compositional, rhetoric, stylistic, verbal, and grammatical devices;

4) identifying and correctly targeting the potential audience by choosing appropriate style, vocabulary, and level of formality;

5) developing efficient planning, pre-writing, drafting, and editing techniques;

6) design and layout skills suitable for graphs, presentations, posters and international journals.

3. Objectives of the course
Upon successful completion of the course, the students will be able to produce texts satisfying the standards of academic English and American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines.

They will know the main principles of organization of academic types of writing, the existing systems of style and reference, etc.

They will develop appropriate professional writing and presentation skills
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4. The discipline within the educational programme
The selective discipline is part of the General psychology, Personality Psychology and History of Psychology; Psychophysiology; Social Psychology programmes.
The discipline is designed to be studied on the basis of primary disciplines of the Psychological Sciences programme and English courses for specialists, bachelors, and masters.

The main elements of the discipline must be used in the further study of: all research seminars, work on PhD and Doctoral theses.

5. Forms of assessment and final grade determination
	Assessment
	Forms of assessment
	Semester
	Parameters

	
	
	1
	2
	

	Ongoing assessment
	Homework (problem-solution essay, abstract)
	*
	
	Problem-solution essay – 500 words

	
	Class participation

	
	
	

	Midterm assessment
	Poster and oral presentation
	*
	
	Poster report, oral presentation – 10 slides

	Final assessment
	Exam
	*
	
	Written exam: abstract-150 words – 80 min
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7. Final grade (ten-point system)


Final grade is formed from the following components: self-study, ongoing assessment, midterm assessment, final assessment and active class participation.

Midterm assessment grade comprises homework from the first term of instruction and the midterm report. It is calculated according to the following formula:

Grademidterm = 0.2 Gradeproblem-solution-essay  + 0.4 Gradeabstract + 0.4 Gradeclass participation

The final grade is calculated according to the following formula:

Gradefinal = 0,4·Gradeposter and oral presentation + 0,3·Grademidterm + 0,3·Gradeexam
8. Course syllables


Topic 1. General issues in Academic Writing: applying language and style appropriate for academic texts in general, as well as the genres of abstract, review and research paper.


Topic 2. Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation: different structural elements of academic text types: formal vocabulary and grammatical constructions, linking words, connectors, definitions, evaluative language, openings and closings.


Topic 3. APA style sheet: how to use using American Psychological Association style sheet and bibliography format.


Topic 4. Abstract writing: focus on problem presentation, methods, results and conclusions.


Topic 5. Research paper: planning, pre-writing, intro, presentation of results, discussion. Focus on argumentation structure and composition – formulating the problem, literature overview, citing sources, creating a niche for the research project, discussion, methods, data, results.


Topic 6. Preparation of Poster and Oral Report. Design a poster presentation of research suitable for an international conference with focus on audience, research goals, data, conclusions, contributions to the field.


Topic 7. Conclusions: pre-writing and planning techniques, including visual organization of ideas: brainstorming, clustering, listing; drafting, revising, and proof-reading techniques as practiced through peer review and self-editing; developing coherent and clear argumentation and presentation of the results.

10. Teaching methodologies


The course provides general instructions pertaining to all kinds and genres of academic writing, it particularly focuses on writing for psychological purposes. The course incorporates studying authentic psychological research papers from top British and American professional journals, that are used as a basis for writing a problem-solution essay, an abstract, creating a poster and an oral presentation. Throughout the course, every student prepares a presentation according to the guidelines developed by the course instructor and leads the seminar discussion for 20 minutes. Depending on the material and content of the class, student instruction can take the form of article analysis and discussion, of typical error analysis, of developing and discussing abstract preparation guidelines, of organizing group work, of conducting debates, as well as other forms of leading a seminar.
11. Assessment Evaluation (paragraph/abstract/presentation).

I. Content and Organization


The paragraph begins with a topic sentence that has both a topic and a controlling idea.

The paragraph contains specific and factual supporting sentences that explain or prove.

The topic sentence.


How many supporting sentences does the paragraph have? Most paragraphs have around six supporting sentences.


Unity: All sentences are on the topic.


The paragraph ends with an appropriate concluding sentence.

Coherence: The paragraph flows smoothly from beginning to end.

Key nouns are repeated where necessary.

Pronouns are used consistently.

Transition signals are used (in addition, furthermore, however, yet, on the contrary, accordingly and others). How many?

The sentences are in some type of logical order.


The necessary terms are explained.

II. Mechanics

Punctuation:

Commas

Introducer commas (As a result,…)

Coordinator commas (It is a grave problem, yet…)

Inserter commas (Autism, however, remains…)

Tag commas (Asperger syndrome remains a frequent diagnosis, too)

Semicolons

Independent clause; independent clause

Independent clause; connector, independent clause

Colons

Before lists (Depression results in the following problems:…)

Before appositives (Schools face a very grave problem nowadays: drug abuse)

III. Grammar and Sentence Structure and the Number of Errors

· verb tense errors;
· subject-verb agreement;
· pronoun errors;
· for articles;
· the absence of contractions (won’t => will not, didn’t => did not);
· informal quantifiers (not..any => no, not…much => little, not…many => few).
IV. Vocabulary

· unsophisticated vocabulary (small, big, good, bad).
· informal expressions (really, great, just, a lot of).
· conversational phrasal verbs (get rid of - eliminate).
V. Peer Review Sheet

Is the paragraph interesting? Circle what is interesting.

Do you understand everything? Circle what you do not understand.

Identify the topic sentence; circle the topic and underline the controlling idea.

How many supporting sentences are there?

What kind of supporting details are used (facts, examples, quotations, statistics)?

Is there an example?

Would you like more information about anything?

Is anything unnecessary or off-topic?

12.
Teaching and learning materials: textbooks, designed materials, Internet resources, Recommendations

Mandatory literature:

1. Oshima A., Hogue A. Writing Academic English.  New York: Addison Wesley Longman, 1999. 269 с.
2. Pallant A. English for academic study: Writing: course book. Reading: Garnet Publishing Ltd., 2004. 74 с.
Additional literature:

1. Slaght J., Harben P., Pallant A. English for academic study: Reading and Writing: source book. Reading: Garnet Publishing Ltd., 2006. 64 с.
2. McCormack J., Slaght J. English for academic study: Extended writing & research skills. Reading: Garnet Publishing Ltd., 2005. 137 с.
Useful Internet resources:

Academic Writing resources:

1) http://bigidane.posterous.com/writing-academic-english-with-criterion-publi Longman Advanced American Dictionary
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ - Purdue University Online Writing lab (useful writing tips for academic writing, style sheets, APA and MLA formatting standards and style guides,
interactive online exercises)

http://ocw.usu.edu/English/introduction-to-writing-academic-prose/index.html - Utah State

University online free course on Academic Writing (different writing styles and genres, “offensive” writing, writing in different contexts, stages of writing, readings, MLA format and documentation, annotated bibliographies, plagiarism, thesis writing) http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/foreign-languages-and-literatures/21f-228-advanced-workshop-in-writing-for-social-sciences-and-architecture-els-spring-2007/lecture-notes/ - Massachusetts Institute of Technology Online Academic Writing course (academic language, word choice, grammar tips, paraphrasing, transitions, punctuation, writing definitions, writing in different genres: resumes, cover letters, summaries, proposals, abstracts, research papers)
Online dictionaries and corpora:

http://dictionary.reference.com/ - a multi-dictionary site (includes Oxford, Random House, Collins and Etymology dictionaries)

http://www.merriam-webster.com/ - Merriam-Webster Dictionary and Thesaurus http://www.ldoceonline.com/ - Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ - Corpus of Contemporary American (COCA) http://www.academicwords.info/ - COCA resource for academic writing and reading (academic vocabulary list based on 120 million words of academic texts with various search and statistics options)

http://www.wordandphrase.info/academic/ - COCA resource for academic writing and reading (academic words and phrases list based on 120 million words of academic texts with various search and statistics options)

http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/ - British National Corpus

Grammar and Vocabulary exercises:

http://eolf.univ-fcomte.fr/index.php?page=academic-reading-and-writing-exercises – Academic

Reading and ESL/EFL interactive exercises

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/llc/academic-writing/ - Academic Writing exercises

http://www.parapal-online.co.uk/eap.htm - Academic Writing exercises

Academic Writing IELTS preparation

http://www.examenglish.com/IELTS/IELTS_writing.htm - IELTS Academic Writing Practice

http://www.ielts-exam.net/IELTS-Writing-Samples/ielts-writing.htm - sample IELTS

Academic Writing tests

http://www.ieltshelpnow.com/academic_writing_test_1.html - IELTS Academic Writing test preparation
Software
· MS Word, MS Power Point
· Internet-browsers
VII.
Requirements
A laptop, a projector.
